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Bl The Number of International Tourists Decreased by 22 % in 2020

Recent data issued by the World Tourism Organization
showed that the number of international tourists decreased by
229% during the first quarter of 2020 due to the outbreak of the
new Corona pandemic "Covid-19".

According to the agency, the crisis is expected to lead to
an annual decline of between 60 and 80% compared to last
year's numbers (2019), which will endanger the livelihoods
of millions and threaten to diminish the progress made in
achieving the sustainable development goals.

In this context, the Secretary-General of the World Tourism
Organization, Zurab Pololikashvili, pointed out that "the
world is facing an unprecedented health and economic crisis,
and tourism has been severely affected, as millions of jobs

have been threatened in one of the most labor-intensive
sectors of the economy."

According to the data, the number of arrivals decreased by
22% in the first three months of this year, according to the
most recent measure of global tourism issued by the World
Tourism Organization. The organization reported a sharp
decline in the number of arrivals in March by 57% after the
start of the closure in many countries, in addition to imposing
restrictions on travel, and closure of airports national borders
on a large scale, and all these factors led to the loss of 67
million international arrivals and about 80 billion dollars in
tourism revenues.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper, Edited)
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B The Moroccan Government Expects a Difficult Economic Situation After "Corona"

The Moroccan Prime Minister Saad-Eddine EI Othmani stressed
that "the economic situation will be difficult after the Corona
pandemic, whose losses are difficult to take note of," adding
that "the observance committee is in the process of developing
scenarios of economic take-off."

He explained that it is "difficult now to take note of the economic
losses caused by the virus," affirming that "thinking is focused
on the post-Corona stage."

Al-Othmani pointed out that "there is still no perception about
what the economy will be, as daily data change continuously,"
considering that "every production sector is currently assessing
its position to establish a post-pandemic perception, and
perceptions of each sector will be referred to the Economic

Observance Committee” where post-pandemic scenarios will be
developed.

Al-Othmani revealed that 62% of the companies are partially or
totally suspended from work due to the pandemic. In addition, in
April, 900,000 workers stopped working, out of the 2.6 million
workers authorized by the National Social Security Fund.

The High Commission for Planning revealed that the number
of the unemployed increased to 1.29 million in the first quarter
of this year, an increase of 19.1%, but it is expected to jump
to record levels in the second quarter, where the most losses
incurred by the economy will appear.

Source (New Arab newspaper, Edited)
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B The EU is Getting Prepared to Take Out Tunisia from the "Anti-Money Laundering" Regulation

The European Union is about to announce the removal of Tunisia
from its anti-money laundering regulation, in a move that will
give a strong impetus to the government to press ahead with
reform policies.

The European Commission revealed thatitis preparing a modified
list of countries that are not making the required effort to combat
money laundering operations, after the wave of international
outrage sparked by its list issued last year.

The commission will include 12 countries on the blacklist,
which is the Bahamas, Barbados, Botswana, Cambodia, Ghana,
Jamaica, Mauritius, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Panama
and Zimbabwe, in return, it will raise Tunisia, Bosnia, Ethiopia,
Guinea, Laos and Sri Lanka from the list.

The exit of Tunisia from the black list is one of the most prominent
challenges facing the Tunisian government, especially in light
of the difficult economic conditions that it suffers from, and the
confusion that hangs over the political scene, which directly or
indirectly affects the performance of the government.

Tunisia mobilized its efforts to achieve the exit from the blacklists
for money laundering and combating terrorism, as the expected
European step was achieved thanks to the political support of
the Tunisian authorities and the relevant supervisory bodies and
the financial professions demonstrated by the effort and diligence
carried out by them in the field of combating money laundry and
terrorist financing.

Source (London Arab newspaper, Edited)



